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 NASA Tests Alleged Lunar Material

On December 17, 1999, the NASA Lunar Sample Curator's Office submitted a report to the Office of
Inspector General pertaining to the examination of alleged lunar materials contained in a souvenir desk
pen set belonging to Ms. Peggy Davis.  The report stated that based on an examination under a microscope
at up to 80 times magnification, the particles submitted for testing did not exhibit any characteristic
features commonly associated with lunar soil.  The Curator's Office also stated that the examination was
limited because of the small size of the particles.  More extensive and, perhaps, inconclusive
determination of the origin of the particles would require removal of the particles which would result in
significant damage to the epoxy model.  A copy of the complete report is attached.

NASA became involved in determining the characteristics of the particles in the desk pen set only after a
memorabilia dealer representing Davis contacted the Office of Inspector General inquiring about legal sale
of the items.  On September 24, 1999, the desk set was voluntarily released to NASA for the purpose of
non-destructive examination of purported lunar materials.  The Office of Inspector General is returning
the desk set to Ms. Davis' attorneys.  Special Agents of the NASA Office of Inspector General conducted
the investigation.
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